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 Washington “ Congressman John W. Olver, and Senators Edward M.                Kennedy and  John F. Kerry hailed $1 million in federal funding                to clean-up abandoned industrial sites in Colrain and Greenfield                to create jobs and economic opportunities while eliminating environmental                hazards. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency today awarded                over $32 million in grants to more than 70 communities nation-wide.                This EPA Revolving Loan Fund grant, awarded to the Franklin Regional                Council of Governments, will leverage resources to clean up and                redevelop former machine tool manufacturing plants and mills in                the towns of Colrain and Greenfield.              

œI am pleased to have played a role in helping the Franklin Regional                Council of Government obtain funding for Brownfields cleanup. The                revolving loan is the first step towards laying the groundwork for                desperately needed redevelopment and new jobs.”  Congressman                Olver said. œOlder industrial towns like Greenfield and Colrain                are full of former manufacturing sites that are ripe for redevelopment                and this economic assistance is critical to protecting green spaces,                revitalizing our towns, and promoting job growth in the region.”              

Senator Kennedy said, œThese communities are at the forefront of                the effort to clean up these contaminated sites and restore them                to productive uses for the future.  It°s sound environmental                policy and sound economic policy and I°m proud of Massachusetts°                leadership on these important  initiatives.”              

œThis program provides the funds necessary to cleanup any remaining                threats to public health while involving communities in the assessment                of the best possible future use for the sites.” stated Kerry. œThis                funding  will aid these communities in bolstering economic                development and creating  cleaner and healthier environments                for their citizens.”              

A Brownfield is a site that is contaminated by hazardous substances,                but do not pose a serious enough public health risks to warrant                cleanup under the Superfund program. EPA°s Brownfields Economic                 Redevelopment Initiative is designed to empower communities to work                together to prevent, assess, safely cleanup, and productively reuse                brownfields.   Since 1995, EPA has funded more than 200                 Brownfields Assessment Demonstration Pilots.             
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